
	
El
ig
ib
ili
ty
	

	
Sc
re
en

in
g	

	
Id
en

tif
ic
at
io
n	

	
In
cl
ud

ed
	

	
Abstract	screening	

(n=305)	

	
Records	identity	through	database	

searching:	
(n=1594)	

	
Records	after	duplicates	removed:	

(n=1044)	

	
Records	after	after	initial	title	screening	

(n=512)	

	
Full-text	articles	assessed	for	eligibility	

(n=192)	

	
Full-text	assessed	for	final	inclusion	

(n=120)	

	
Titles	removed	(Developing	
countries;	economy;	politics)	

	
Records	excluded	based	on	

abstracts	
(n=113)	

	
Full-text	articles	excluded	

(n=72)	
	
Secondary	search	(base	in	the	

references	of	the	chosen	
documents)	

	
Final	studies	included	

(n=130)	

	

1 
	

1 
	

 

	
Negative	impacts	

	

4	

	

Cruz-Piedrahita Catalina , Caroline Howe , de Nazelle 
Audrey1 	

1 Centre for Environmental Policy, Faculty of Natural Sciences, Imperial College London 

	

1	 	

Introduction 
	

3	
	

Results 

	

services	
	

According to FAO urban agriculture 
has been widely used in developing 
countries to address food security and 
improve public health. 
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Figure 2. Developed conceptual framework that summarises and synthesises the pathways throughout 
which urban agriculture promotes population health. 

	

To address these and other 
questions, we performed a 	
scoping review of the literature 
(figure 1) and develop a 
conceptual framework (figure 
2) 

	

Conclusions 
	
Urban agriculture has the potential to improve 
population health. Among its benefits are the 
increase in social interactions, the 
consumption of fruits and vegetables, 
physical activity and exposure to green 
spaces 
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Figure 1 (right). Flow 
diagram of the search process. 

From urban agriculture to public health in 
developed countries: A framework 
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health

Benefits in health and 
mood
of family and social 
relatives

Direct path Indirect path

Change in the diet

Social cohesion

Increase in levels 
of physical activity

Green space 
exposure

Transfer of 
pollutants from 
the environment 
to the food

Increase in nutrient 
cycle, soil formation 
and primarily 
productivity   

Niches availability 
for plants and 
animals

Improve of 
microclimates and 
other environmental 
markers 

Negative impacts

Increase in 
biodiversity 
including  
pollinators and 
seed dispersers

Increase in 
vegetation and 
urban green 
spaces

Urban food 
production

Reduction of “heat island effect”, air pollution and noise in nearby areas
If not organic an exposure to agrochemicals in nearby areas may occur.
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Creation of 
places for 
recreation

Difficulty accessing 
land, issues with 
landlords, and 
evictions. 


