People's experiences, attitudes and actions for
nature - what's changing & how can we better
understand change?

Dr Rose O’Neill, Principal Specialist — People & Environment
Valuing Nature Conference, 14" November 2018
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HM Government

A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to

Improve the Environment

Measuring ‘enjoyment and care for the environment'.
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Monitor of Engagement with the Natural Environment
« (MENE) 2009 - 2019.
bolits] @ss”  Review - fit for the next ten years.
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Captures data on use and enjoyment of the natural environment
by members of the English adult population (aged 16+)
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In 2017/18, 86% of people agreed that they
S st were “concerned about damage to the

natural environment.”
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Issues Facing Britain:
Pollution / Environment

What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?
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Wettest Autumn since
records began —
widespread flooding

Cameron becomes PM

Mine killed in gales across

Britain and EU proposes
carbon emission cuts of
20% by 2020

Vote for Brexit;
May becomes PM
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Base: representative sample of ¢ 1000 Batish adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
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Which of the following, if any, do you see as the most
Important reasons to look after the environment?

To protect natural places in my local area.

To ensure we have resources in the future to
sustain economic growth.

To protect England’s landscapes and natural
places.

To ensure the places where we live are green
and pleasant with clean air and water.

For the sake of animals and plants

For the sake of children and future generations

To protect the planet
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Which of the following, if any, do you see as the most important reasons to look after the environment?
Select up to three choices, starting with the most important reason (% all votes cast)

Source: MENE Review Pilot, July 2018
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In 2017/18, 54% of people aware and

concerned about biodiversity loss.

100%
90%
80%
70%
B

B Not aware

Aware & undecided
60%

50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

m Aware & not concerned

m Aware & concerned

B Aware & extremely
concerned

2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18
Net green: 46% 92% 47% 94%

Source: MENE 2018
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il Very little change in self-reported
behaviours since 2009.

Behaviours undertaken in last 12 months (% of adults, 2017/18 and 2009/10)

Habits and at home Change since

2009/10
I recycle rather than throw things away 7 +3%
I walk or cycle instead of using my car 48 .
I buy seasonal or locally grown food 36 +8%
Buy eco-friendly products and brands -2%
-1%
Social action

I encourage others to protect the environment 28 +1%
I have signed a petition or online campaign 10 n/a
I donate money to support an env. organisation 9 n/a
Member of an env. or conservation organisation 8 +1%

Unpaid voluntary work out of doors %) No change

I volunteer to help care for the environment 5 No change
I donate my time to an env. or con. organisation 4 n/a

*Actions marked n/a added in later years

Source: MENE 2018



Measuring ‘care for the
environment’ — MENE
Review.

« What might change?
More sensitive and e 2
specific measures. it B il = ¢
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* Qualitative element —
meanings of
environment,
framings?

« Why do we want to
measure ‘care’?




What do you think? Please feed into the
MENE Review.

1. What evidence do you need?

How do you use MENE now?

How can we improve usabllity of data?
Which questions are important?

Could you use and support a future survey?

Tell us what you think:
« Email Mene@naturalengland.org.uk

* Fill in our feedback survey (21 Nov):
https://defragroup.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV 6PPc
JuiBVTaw3hb
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Thanks for listening.
Rose.ONeilll@naturalengland.org.uk 9% @RONeiIll
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